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11_1 . (SBU)  Parliament  began  its  2007-08  session  on  October  30 
amid  great  tension.  MPs  ignored  the  Amir  and  Prime 
Minister's  opening  speeches,  which  at  times  warned  and  at 
other  times  pleaded  with  the  Parliament  to  de-escalate  the 
conflict  with  the  Government  and  give  the  recently  reformed 
cabinet  (ref tel)  a honeymoon  period.  MP  Dhaifallah  Buramya 
started  with  a fiery  speech  attacking  newly-appointed  Oil 
Minister  Bader  Al-Humaidhi.  (Note:  Al-Humaidhi  was 
previously  Finance  Minister  and  Buramya  has  been  gunning  for 
him  ever  since  Al-Humaidhi  led  the  effort  to  scuttle 
Buramya 1 s plan  to  forgive  personal  debts  held  by  Kuwaiti 
citizens.  End  Note.)  Buramya  and  several  other  MPs 
criticized  the  Government  for  rotating  controversial 
ministers  to  new  portfolios  in  an  effort  to  allow  them  to 
avoid  a public  accounting  for  their  alleged  misdeeds. 

11.2 . (SBU)  Independent  Islamist  Faisal  Al-Muslim  gave  an  even 
more  emotional  speech  in  which  he  laid  the  blame  solely  on 
the  Prime  Minister  himself,  which  many  understood  as  a 
warning  that  the  PM  could  face  a grilling  request.  (Note:  A 
request  to  grill  the  PM  is  a well-understood  point  of  no 
return  that  would  likely  lead  to  a dissolution  of  parliament, 
as  happened  in  May  2006.  End  Note.)  Eventually, 
approximately  15  of  the  50  elected  MPs  walked  out  of  the 
opening  session,  including  all  nine  members  of  the  Popular 
Action  Bloc  (PAB)  and  some  independent  Islamists. 

1I_3 . (C)  Immediately  following  the  session,  rumors  and 

speculation  about  the  dissolution  of  parliament  began  to 
circulate.  However,  in  the  two  days  following  the  session, 
new  rumors  about  the  resignation  of  Bader  Al-Humaidhi  have 
also  begun  to  surface.  PAB  MP  Hassan  Jowhar  told  EmbOffs  on 
November  1 that  his  sources  predict  Al-Humaidhi 1 s 
resignation,  a move  that  would  satisfy  his  bloc's  complaints 
with  the  Government.  In  a somewhat  conciliatory  gesture,  he 
said  the  PAB  was  delaying  the  release  of  a strongly  worded 
statement  in  order  to  give  the  Government  time  to  arrange  for 
Al-Humaidhi ' s exit  of  its  own  accord.  If  the  Government 
ousts  Al-Humaidhi  or  accepts  his  resignation,  it  might  defuse 
the  current  crisis;  but  any  such  capitulation  would  give  MPs 
an  even  more  inflated  sense  of  power  against  the  weakness  of 
the  Government.  The  Parliamentary  season  is  off  to  another 
contentious  start,  and  many  Kuwaitis  expect  early 
intervention  by  the  Amir  to  disolve  Parliament  in  the  hope 
that  new  elections  might  ease  the  poisonous  atmosphere 
between  the  government  and  the  current  parliament. 
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